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Litigators… 



Policymakers… 



Academics… 



Transactional Lawyer?  WHAT??  No way. 









Of course! Be a transactional lawyer!   
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Community Credit Unions 

And grease the wheels 
of a new economy: 
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“[Make] your Skill in the Law a 

Blessing to your Neighborhood.” 
 – Cotton Mather (1700ish) 

 



● 



● 

Anyone who enters the 
field of sharing economy 

law right now will, 
inevitably, be a leader in 

this emerging field. 



Some ways to specialize in 
the sharing economy: 

Shared Housing Law 
Cohousing Law  

Small Social Enterprises Law 
Large Social Enterprise Law 

Community-Owned Enterprise Law 
Cooperative Law  

Fashion and Garment Enterprise Law 
Nonprofit Law  

Tax and Accounting for Currencies 
Community Food Law 

Community Education and Child Care Law 
Community Health Care Law  

Community Energy Law 
Collaborative Consumption Technology Law 

Shared Intellectual Property Law 
Mediation for all of the above! 



Remembering the purpose of lawyers in society… 

From the Preamble to the American Bar Association Rules of Professional Conduct: 
 

“Lawyers play a vital role in the preservation of society.” 
 

A lawyer is: “an officer of the legal system and a public citizen having special 
responsibility for the quality of justice.”   

 
“[a]s a public citizen, a lawyer should seek improvement of the law, access to the 
legal system, the administration of justice and the quality of service rendered by 

the legal profession.” 
 
 



“Job market for would-be lawyers is even bleaker than it looks, analysis says,” 
By Mark Hansen, ABA Journal, April 1, 2013 
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/job_market_for_would-
be_lawyers_is_bleaker_than_it_looks_analysis_says 

 

“Law School by the Numbers: 300K Additional Law Grads by 2020; 73K New 
Jobs Forecast for Decade” 
By Debra Cassen Weiss, ABA Journal, November 5, 2012 
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/law_school_by_the_numbers_300k_additional_law_grads_
by_2020_73k_new_jobs 

 

65% of last year’s California law school 
grads still don’t have full-time lawyer jobs. 



Is musical chairs the method by which we 
should be planning our careers?  



“Associate attorney is the unhappiest 
job in America, survey says,”  
by Debra Cassens Weiss, ABA Journal, April 1, 2013 
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/why_a_career_website_deems_associate_attorney_the_un
happiest_job_in_america 



Besides, theses chairs represent 
business as usual.   

 
Business as usual hasn’t been making 

the world a better place lately. 



Statistic cited by the Supreme Court in Bates v. State Bar of Arizona, 433 U.S. 350 (1977). 



Wait!  And 65% of last year’s law grads still 
don’t have full-time lawyer jobs??? 







Got a cognitive 
dissonance 
headache? 







Let’s start law practices that  
serve the 70%! 



The 70% will change the world!  
Let’s help them do that! 
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The 70% is in the best 
position to create the 
solutions we need in 
society: 



create wealth for 
these people: 

These things: 
Worker Cooperatives 

Cohousing Communities 
Coworking Spaces 

Community Gardens 
Shared Commercial Kitchens 

Carsharing Groups 
Ridesharing 

Tool Lending Libraries 
Ecovillages 

Local Currencies 
Barter Networks 

Land Trusts 
Grocery Cooperatives 

Community-Owned Solar Cooperatives 
Community-Supported Agriculture 



Let’s try being 
average people! 





















Kindness 



Kindness, Diligence,  



Kindness, Diligence, 
& Integrity 





The Sustainable Economies 
Law Center’s living classroom:  



Lawyers  
advising  

community 
members 

People discussing 
the sharing economy 

Law students 
teaching 

community 
members 

Community 
members teaching 
law students and 

each other 
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Published by ABA Books 

 
 

www.theselc.org 
 

Also see our resource libraries: 
•UrbanAgLaw.org 
•Co-opLaw.org 
•CommunityEnterpriseLaw.org 
•CommunityCurrenciesLaw.org 

50% discount code: PAB12SHR 
 
Royalties go to the  
Sustainable Economies Law Center 
 



What Sharing Economy Attorneys Do:  
•Write Agreements 
•Manage Risk 
•Form and Structure Entities 
•Facilitate Exchange 
•Navigate Various Other Regulations 
•Navigate Securities Laws 
•Navigate Employment Laws 
•Navigate Real Estate Laws and Contracts 
•Manage Intellectual Property 
•Etc. 

 



 
“[Make] your Skill in the Law a 

Blessing to your Neighborhood.” 
 – Cotton Mather (1700ish) 

 


