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Abstract:   

 
This presentation will examine the legal and regulatory frameworks which govern renewable energy 
technology, especially solar panels, and offer some observations on the extent to which these areas of 
law encourage the transition to renewables and a low-carbon scenario, or the extent to which they 
place obstacles in the way of this transition. The focus will be on international trade law, intellectual 
property law and sector-specific energy regulation. These legal regimes’ governance of renewable 
energy technology will be assessed against two normative criteria: the extent to which they facilitate 
environmental sustainability and individual autonomy.  The Australian situation on this matter will be 
used as an illustrative case-study. Australia has unique characteristics in terms of the transition to 
renewable energy here being driven - in the absence of political and private sector leadership - by 
energy ‘prosumers’ i.e. individuals producing electricity through rooftop solar which they consume 
themselves, and in some cases transferring excess energy back to the centralised grid. This contrasts 
with other countries, such as Scotland and Denmark, where the transition to renewables has been a 
much more centralised affair, and has implications for the optimal operation of law and regulation, as 
this presentation will outline. 
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