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Abstract: 

 
In the recent past, many claims of the potential of new and social media to enhance civic engagement 
have been made. In relation to this potential for pressuring governments, organisations and institutions 
for enhancing environmental protection and environmental sustainability, the focus of this paper lies 
on ‘digital environmental activism’. Three meta-themes are detected and explored: new and social 
media as enabling environmental activism, engaging in the environmental activist terrain, and potential 
constraints to digital environmental activism. It was found that digital environmental activism focused 
substantially on technologically-informed disasters and protest campaigns. In Australia, the latter 
include old growth forests, whale hunting, and coal seam gas mining. Potential key constraints to 
enhanced digital activism include concentration of media ownership, and governmental and economic 
surveillance. However, concentration of media ownership is challenged by emergent regulation, and a 
robust competitive field of platforms, which offer a range of differing service catering to changing and 
evolving user trends and preferences. In conclusion, and informed by new and social media’s main 
conduit of horizontal (or many-to-many) communication, complemented by encryption, and an 
increasing number of new media platforms offering anti-surveillance techniques for users, we find a 
robust potential of new and social media to enhance activism tempered by minimising its potential 
constraints.  
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