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Abstract  

A recent study published in the Journal of Industrial Ecology concluded that household consumption 

is responsible for up to 60% of global greenhouse emissions and between 50-80% of total land, 

material and water use.i Despite the plethora of scientific and social studies condemning 

unsustainable consumption as a cause of the current ecological crisis, industrialised societies 

continue to promote increased consumption as a vital element of economic growth. 

 A critical element of overconsumption is ‘planned obsolescence’ – a deliberate economic and 

industrial design strategy that shortens the functional lifespan of products, to ensure consumers need 

to keep buying more goods. In this paper I will provide an overview of the concept of planned 

obsolescence and the environmental impacts of this industrial policy.  I will then provide an overview 

of how regulatory strategies are being used in Europe to reduce planned obsolescence and foster 

greater responsibility for long life products, by supporting the circular economy.  I will then provide an 

update on how consumer law legislation in Australia provides some opportunity for consumers to 

demand durable products, but how, overall, Australian regulatory frameworks do not yet effectively 

address planned obsolescence. 

In the final part of my paper, I will propose how planned obsolescence can be addressed in Australia 

by adopting an interdisciplinary framework; regulating the design and manufacture of products as well 

as the sale of products and situating the issue within the broader context of Earth jurisprudence, or 

Earth centred governance. 
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