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Earth ethics and the facilitation of emergence across difference

Proposal for Earth Ethics Conference 
Neil Davidson, Collaborative Innovation Systems, UN Regional Centre of Expertise—Murray-Darling
Conference Focus Area Relevant to this Proposal:
Integrative community engagement work building coherence across Earth-centred ethics and philosophy/ Environmental education/ Faith, eco-spirituality and eco-theology


Type of Participation Proposed: 
Workshop (preferred) or panel discussion 

ABSTRACT

If Social Complexity X Fragmentation = Wicked Problems (Conklin) how do we inspire and build Earth ethics in Australian society when starting with socially complex and fragmented worldviews?

Is self-awareness and individual ecological consciousness sufficient? If not what else is needed?

How to move beyond preaching to our respective converts and deepening their understandings and practice, to bridge different disciplines, cultures, faiths and worldviews in communities?

Institutional resources often research and treat symptoms, not causes. A latent demand for transformative change is stifled by a current paradigm that pays many to say they are ‘doing it’ while unaware, wilfully ignorant, or silent, on more significant causes or changes. Many in communities know this, yet cannot ‘show-up-whole’ where ‘power-over’ slows building ‘power-with’.

How do we bring the respective gifts of science, faiths, First Nations’ Peoples, environmental educators and eco-spiritualists together into networks, and align informed networks of networks? And how do we turn networks of networks into cohesive movements with common purpose?

Neil hopes to encourage synergies across difference/ knowledges/ siloes. He will use an interactive process to help participants see themselves in social network context. He will recount his experiences through a catalyst presentation that seeks audience feedback to generatively respond to issues raised with a range of models he has been testing. He wants to explore the similarities he has encountered across different communities to affirm or refine understandings of underlying dynamics he has seen preventing more rapid transformative change. He will share insights from some of the amazing people he’s met, and hopes to encourage others to collaborate with collective intelligence to address common harms.

Is there a one-size fits all approach to building Earth Ethics in Australia? NO – yet better understanding social complexity might help anyone trying.

biography 

Neil is a community activator, catalyst and Keynote Listener who listens deeply, synthesises, and reflects back to diverse groups, interfaith gatherings, organisations and rural communities.

A deep understanding of compounding global crises and background in science, industry, government and systems thinking inform his community engagement and network building in Education for Sustainability and Intentional Innovation Communities.

He is working with the eco-spiritualist Faith Ecology Network (Sydney) and is co-convenor of the fledgling UN Regional Centre of Expertise—Murray-Darling.

He disrupts coherence compassionately to open conversations, rearticulates to recohere wisely in real-time, and inspires groups with insights that enable collective change.

