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Creative Methods For Engaging, Expressing, Sharing & Acting On Environmental Relationships – Lessons From An Australian-Tanzanian Collaboration


Proposal for Earth Ethics Conference 
Sara Judge – Macquarie University
Conference Focus Area Relevant to this Proposal:  

Environmental education/psychology via creative imagining.
Type of Participation Proposed:
Side event to share photographic images, poetry and songs created by Tanzanian participants in our collaborative, performative environmental ethics/values research;

Or,

Short performance of photographs and recordings.
ABSTRACT:

Relationships with the earth can defy expression. With the current, critical state of global ecologies, it is easy to become overwhelmed with hopelessness and the sheer magnitude of problems that seem to dominate our focus. In my collaborative research with a Tanzanian environmental education school for young adults, we seek to shift the focus from crises to love, as we believe that love sustains healthier long-term action than fear. At Mkuyu, learning is a lived-experience of opportunistic engagements. We hope to broaden understandings of how environmental relationships can be experienced, developed and expressed through unstructured, meaningful deep-encounters, incorporating environmental love and ethics into individual and collective senses of identity. We are engaging innovative cross-cultural ways of knowing and doing as an exercise in deep connection and sharing; as well as drawing on more-than-human agency by including the land itself as a participant-teacher by considering how daily environmental encounters and interactions contribute to developing lasting, powerful values, love, and a desire to translate them into community and political action. We use performance methods, including photographs, songs, poems and stories generated through attentive deep encounters with the environment in ways that can be relevant to and shared with broader communities.
The relevance of this work to Australian society cannot be understated: as a culturally plural nation with diverse perspectives and needs, it is vital we engage a wide range of methods for building, understanding, and expressing love for the environment with broader worlds. My proposed contribution shares performative creations generated by Mkuyu that demonstrate creative, cross-cultural, practical, and collaborative ways of expressing the often inexpressible aspects of environmental relationships, with the intention of sharing and caring with diverse audiences. This is of critical importance in today’s environmental context, particularly in contemporary Australia where collaborative, engaging, love-driven action is paramount.

BIOGRAPHY:

Sara Judge is a postgraduate research student in geography at Macquarie University and is currently collaboratively affiliated with Mkuyu Guiding School. Her work focuses on environmental ethics through story-sharing, more-than-human philosophy, and indigenous environmental networking across Australia and Tanzania. She is a teaching assistant and guest lecturer in undergradutate Ecological Humanities and Rethinking Resource Management units, and works closely with Dharug and Tanzanian environmental engagement programs. Prior to her current work, Sara’s background was in environmental science and conservation biology, involving work with birds, micro-bats, freshwater fauna communities, elephants, and a range of associated community engagement programs.


