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Abstract
In recognition of the current ecological and social challenges we are facing, this session offers participants a number of experiences that utilise Indigenous perspectives to explore the ways we position ourselves in relation to Mother Earth and all that dwell on her.  The six L’s of Uncle Paul Gordon, a Ngemba loreman (Brewarrina area, NSW) will be introduced along with a Warlpiri perspective ngurra-kurlu (central Northern Territory). Processes for individual and collective cultural analysis will be offered as well as a Ngemba story, song and dance to highlight connectedness and obligation to country through cross-species kinship. Partner, small and whole group discussion will revolve around powerful, open-ended questions in relation to these shared experiences. In acknowledging adult learning processes, the ‘dillybag’ metaphor will be invoked to highlight and share the diversity of experiential perceptions and learning.
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David Spillman has taught in remote, rural, regional and urban schools in Queensland and the Northern Territory, including nine years in teaching and leadership positions in remote Indigenous schooling. Since 2006, David has worked for the Stronger Smarter Institute and as a consultant in the areas of Indigenous education leadership and community governance of schooling. In 2014, David was conferred the privilege and obligation of being taken into Ngemba men’s lore. David currently runs Learning on Country programs for Queensland school students on Ugarapul country at Maroon Outdoor Education Centre, and is in the final stage of writing for the Doctor of Cultural Research degree (University of Western Sydney).

