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Abstract

By granting ‘personhood’ status, or legal identities for Te Awa Tupua and Te Urewera the Government of Aotearoa and Māori iwi for whom these areas are traditional homelands, have merged two ways of being in the world. That is, they have combined legal precedents from within Western epistemologies and ontologies, with Māori philosophy and the principles of kaitiakitanga. This paper seeks to look beyond the novelty of this legal move to consider the implications when epistemologies and ontologies must interweave. It will do so through the lens of a single concept – time. 
In the Western tradition the notion of time is fundamental to the operation of society, to science and within philosophy. The ontological assumption is time moves forward – we exist in the present and look to the near future. Measured by sun and moon, by light years, by parts of seconds, we think of time has having velocity and linear direction—time is fleeting, time passes, time marches on. Time is not linear within Māori epistemology or ontology – it has spiral form. 

When, as we must expect will happen, there is a conflict between these legal persons Te Awa Tupua and Te Urewera and the government or law in Aotearoa (for example under the Resource Management Act), how will time be represented? How will the kaitiaki, the guardians, for Te Awa Tupua and Te Urewera represent the rivers, hills and forests? How will they articulate their conception of time?  How can they secure the future and the Te Awa Tupua’s sustainability?
This paper examines time as both natural and cultural.  Building from Maori ontology it firstly explores time as a spiral concept, before examining the challenge of thinking like Te Awa Tupua and Te Urewera as their kaitiaki must.
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