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Abstract

How do we inspire and build Earth Ethics in Australian society? If Earth Ethics are to be established ultimately it will be due to individual humans coming to hold certain environmental values. Values, environmental or otherwise, are internally represented to individual humans within each individual human’s cognitive system. Successfully building Earth Ethics in Australian society will depend on many things, but one thing it will depend on is understanding the cognitive processes that lead any particular human to embrace certain environmental values. The paper examines the cognitive science of environmental values where those values are understood as moral values. Rather than assume that moral values have their ultimate foundation in an emotional reaction to a particular state of affairs, this paper assumes that moral values have their ultimate foundation in some other form of cognitive process.
This paper examines two theories emerging from contemporary cognitive science in order to understand how humans come to hold environmental moral values. The first is the dual-system theory of cognition. Stanovich and West (2000) characterized System 1 and System 2 as follows. System 1 (intuition) is fast, automatic, undemanding of cognitive capacity, acquired by biology, exposure and personal experience, and System 2 (reasoning) is slow, controlled, demanding of cognitive capacity, acquired by cultural and formal tuition. The second is the modularity theory of mind. Fodor (1983) suggests that parts of the mind are modular, where modularity involves ‘mandatory’ outputs from modules. One way to understanding the ‘mandatory’ nature of the outputs of modules is as moral imperatives, such as ‘Act X must not be done’, or ‘Act Y must be done’. Thus, this paper suggest that modularity and dual-system theories of mind explain the origin of moral imperatives. And this understanding can be used to help inspire and build Earth Ethics in Australian society.
biography 

Graham Wood is a philosopher at the University of Tasmania in Launceston. Graham's research concerns the relationship between human values and science. He examines this relationship within three realms: environmental philosophy, cognitive science of religion, and moral psychology. In his research, environmental, religious, and moral values are examined using insights from philosophy of mind, cognitive science, and evolutionary psychology. One of his current research projects develops an account of belief in objective moral values. This research examines the cognitive architecture of the human mind using the concept of mental modularity within the context of dual process theories of cognition.

