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Inspiring Earth Ethics  

- Linking Values and Action -

• Potted History of Values in Education in 

Australia and Queensland

• Is there a link between Values and Actions 

that can inspire an Earth Ethic?

• If yes, what would it look like?

• Magic Spot yesterday!
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DET MACER Report (2006)
Education for Sustainable Futures: 

Schooling for the Smart State

• This raises the fundamental issue 

of values. Education will always 

have a values basis, whether 

implicit or explicit. 

• the whole notion of the 

environment necessarily 

involves our cultural values.

• use of a wide range of learner-

centred teaching strategies 

appropriate to developing the 

‘heart’ (values) and the ‘hands’ 

(action) as well as the ‘head’ 

(cognitive learning) 
(National Commission for UNESCO 2005, p1).
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Statement on Sustainability for 

All Queensland Schools (2006)
“enough for all forever”

A sustainable society is based 

on a set of values, including: 

• respect, care and 

compassion for ourselves, 

others and our environment 

• responsibility for our actions 

• integrity of all life on earth 

• understanding and inclusion 

of all peoples and 

perspectives
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Tomorrow’s Citizens: Skills for 

success in the 21st Century (2007)

Tomorrow’s Citizens is based 

on five ‘big ideas’ that shape 

the values, beliefs and 

actions of citizens. 

• The Healthy citizen – identity and 

relationships.

• The Informed citizen – thinking, 

reasoning and communicating.

• The Democratic citizen –

citizenship.

• The Creative citizen – creativity.

• The Eco-citizen – sustainability.
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Earth Citizenship NSW (2006)
• Mentions the Gaian philosophy

Conceptual framework for Learning 

for Sustainability K–12

• Wellbeing 

• Global Citizen 

• Biosphere custodian

• Change Agent

• World viewing and valuing

• Systems seeking and testing 

• Futures thinking and designing

• Ecological systems & processes

• Social systems & technologies
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Sustainability Curriculum 

Framework (2010)
A Guide for Curriculum 

Developers and Policy 

Makers

The framework describes 

what students may need to 

learn to live sustainably, and 

considers the most 

appropriate times and 

environments in which these 

learnings should occur. 
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DET Strategic Plans

2007 – 2011

Our Values

• Environmental 

Sustainability
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Earth Smart: Environmental 

Sustainability Strategic Plan

2008 – 2012

Earth Smart Environmental 

Sustainability Strategic Plan

Our Vision

Enough for all forever 

through caring for self, 

others and place
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DET Strategic Plans

2008 – 2012

Our Values

• Environmental 

Sustainability
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DET Strategic Plans

2009 – 2013

Our Values

• Environmental 

Sustainability
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DET Strategic Plans

2010 – 2014

Our Values

Healthy, safe and 

sustainable 

environments
• Our practices focus on 

supporting the health and well-

being of our staff and students 

and creating safe and 

environmentally sustainable 

work and learning 

environments
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DET Strategic Plans

2011 – 2015

Our Values

Healthy, safe and 

sustainable 

environments
• Our practices focus on 

supporting the health and well-

being of our staff and students 

and creating safe and 

environmentally sustainable 

work and learning 

environments
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DET Strategic Plans

2012 – 2016

Our Values

Healthy, safe and 

sustainable 

environments
• We support health and well-

being by creating safe and 

sustainable work and learning 

environments
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DET Strategic Plans

2012 – 2016

Our Values

Healthy, safe and 

sustainability
• We support health and well-

being by creating safe and 

sustainable work and learning 

environments

• Sustainability

Deliver cost effective services, 

maximise value and plan for future 

resource allocation and investment
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DET Strategic Plans

2013 – 2017

Our Values

• Our people

• Developing and 

empowering our people 

through relationships 

based on trust, respect 

and valuing diversity

• No mention of 

environmental  

sustainability
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DET Strategic Plans

2014 – 2018

Our Values

Empower people

• Developing and 

empowering our people 

through relationships 

based on trust, respect 

and valuing diversity

• No mention of 

environmental  

sustainability
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DET Strategic Plans

2015 – 2019

Our Values

Empower people

• Developing and 

empowering our people 

through relationships 

based on trust, respect 

and valuing diversity

• No mention of 

environmental  

sustainability
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DET Strategic Plans

2016 – 2020

No mention of Values nor environmental 

sustainability
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DET Strategic Plans

2017 – 2021

No mention of Values 

nor environmental 

sustainability
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National Statement on Environmental 

Education for Australian Schools (2005)
Goals including:

• students need to understand the 

complexity of the world in which 

they live and to have the 

knowledge, critical thinking skills, 

values and capacity to participate 

in decision making about 

environmental issues.

• understand and value the 

interdependence of social, 

cultural, economic and ecological 

dimensions at local, national and 

global levels;

• appreciate and respect the 

intrinsic value of the whole 

environment and a sense of the 

sacred
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On Holy Ground - Catholic Education 

(2005) - Ecological Conversion
“We are all painfully aware of the 

fundamental obstacle that confronts 

us in our work for the environment.

It is precisely this: how are we to 

move from theory to action, from 

words to deeds? 

We do not lack technical scientific 

information about the nature of the 

present ecological crisis. 

Yet, despite all this information 

unfortunately little is actually done. 

It is a long journey from the head 

to the heart and an even longer 

journey from the heart to the 

hands.”
Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew I 4th

Symposium on Religion Science and  the 

Environment June 2002
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National Framework for Values Education 

in Australian Schools (2005) 

Nine Values for Australian Schooling 
1. Care and Compassion - Care for self and others

2. Doing Your Best - Seek to accomplish something worthy 

and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence

3. Fair Go - Pursue and protect the common good where all 

people are treated fairly for a just society

4. Freedom - Enjoy all the rights and privileges of 

Australian citizenship free from unnecessary interference or 

control, and stand up for the rights of others

5. Honesty and Trustworthiness - Be honest, sincere and 

seek the truth

6. Integrity - Act in accordance with principles of moral and 

ethical conduct, ensure consistency between words and 

deeds

7. Respect - Treat others with consideration and regard, 

respect another person’s point of view

8. Responsibility - Be accountable for one’s own actions, 

resolve differences in constructive, non-violent and peaceful 

ways, contribute to society and to civic life, take care of the 

environment

9. Understanding, Tolerance and Inclusion - Be aware of 

others and their cultures, accept diversity within a 

democratic society, being included and including others 
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Australian Curriculum
Cross Curriculum Priority -

Sustainability 

Cross-curriculum learning is fundamental 

to:

• understanding the ways social, 

economic and environmental systems 

interact to support and maintain 

human life

• appreciating and respecting the 

diversity of views and values that 

influence sustainable development

• participating critically and acting 

creatively in determining more 

sustainable ways of living.
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Australian Curriculum
Cross Curriculum Priority -

Sustainability 

Organising Ideas - Nine

OI 7. Actions for a more sustainable 

future reflect values of care, respect and 

responsibility, and require us to explore 

and understand environments.
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Earth Education (1992)

Learning to Live more 

lightly on planet Earth

• Educational pedagogy based 

on Deep Ecology

• Focussed on the learner

• Head, Heart and Hands

• Finding the Magic in our 

natural world



Cam Mackenzie

Earth Charter (2000)

Values and Principles to 

foster a Sustainable Future

The Earth Charter is the product of a 

decade long, worldwide, cross-

cultural conversation about common 

goals and shared values.

• 14. Integrate into formal education 

and life-long learning the 

knowledge, values, and skills 

needed for a sustainable way of 

life.
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Linking Values and Action
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• Behaviour change 

curriculum resources

• Professional Development 

& Training

• Transformative education 

___ processes

Systems thinking

• Grants & Rebates

• Retained Savings

• Improved student 

engagement & learning 

outcomes

• Recognition

• Policy

• Goals and Targets

• Legislations & Restrictions   

• Strategic Plans

• Use of “Green” technologies

• Retrofitting

• Green building designs

• Sustainable options 

for transport, energy, 

water, waste

Enough

For all

Forever

caring

for

Self

Others

Place
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