CREATING CHANGE
THROUGH
COLLECTIVE ACTION



Why is collective action important?

One person Social change

‘Collective action is one of the core mechanism of social change’ (van
Zomeren & lyer, 2009)
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What is collective action?

‘Activity involving two or more individuals contributing to a collective effort on
the basis of mutual interests and the possibility of benefits from coordinated
action’ (Argawal et al., 2011)

Examples

O Lobbying politicians for policy change

0 Enlisting people to take non-violent direct action
O Having a letter writing lunch

0 Creating a community garden organisation

People advocating and taking action together

1. Greatingyour theory,
project, idea, value system,
philosophy, system

2. Communicating your 3. Building collective
ideato others support for your idea




Communicating your message

To create social change via collective
action & advocacy information must
be communicated.

social media/alternative media
websites

mainstream media

word of mouth
actions/rallies/markets etc
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ENVIRONMENTAL
COALITION
GATHERING

FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 2017
5:00PM - B:00PM

Free for all ages!

Free appetizers & adult beverages for sale

Come together with local organizations to build
relationships and improve communication within the,
community

THE CHICO WOMEN'S CLUB

392 E3RD ST, CHICO
Hosted by the Butte Environmental Council

530-891-6424
becnet.org W




Building collective support and action

What the individual needs to prompt action What the group should show to grow supporters

How is this
How are these conveyedon a
conveyed on a poster, website
?
poster, website etc®
etc?
0 The words,
O Accessibility : groups i
0 Clarity of the . . escriptions
goal A negative etc
- emotion/sense 0 Imagery
iy ofinjustice o Audiovisual
to engage/ | -
connect/ share : materia
! O Inperson at
5 meetings,
° ° events etc
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Individual accessibility

Example — how does the poster encourage participation?

Qoup features
Group efficacy Individual Social Negative
efficacy identity emotions
What text ‘Hosted by’, ‘local ‘Come ‘Build X
shows these organisations’ together’ relationships’
features?
Images Clear design & X X X
showing? information
Audiovisual NA NA NA NA
In person NA —it's a poster, NA NA NA
not an event
Is it ‘Free’, ‘all ages’, ‘community’, ‘gathering’
accessible?
Is the goal of ‘Come together’ ...’build relationships’... ‘improve communication’
the event
clear?
Is it clear Not exactly clear — is this for people who are already members of
what they an environmental group? Is it just for women?
need?

ENVIRONMENTAL
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GATHERING
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Free for all ages!
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THE CHICO WOMEN'S CLUB
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Conclusion
This poster communicates information about
an event which is accessible, open and with a
clear goal. No negative emotion but a high
sense of group and personal efficacy for those
interested in participating.




Practice Example

Fill out the worksheet to
measure collective action
features and individual
accessibility of this particular
website and following
practice examples

We are the Australian Youth Climate Coalition

A movement of over 120,000 people who are fighting for a safe climate for our
generation and future generations. Join now to be part of changing the course of
history.

FistName |
Moble |
m |identify as Aboriginal or Tomes Strait

Izlander

WE'RE BUILDING A MOVEMENT TO SOLVE THE CLIMATE CRISIS




Group efficacy Individual Social identity Negative
efficacy emotions
Text ‘over 120,000 Volunteer, The feed, ‘I'm ‘the climate
people’, ‘building donate, sign in’, ‘coalition’ crisis’ ‘fighting’
a movement’ up, ‘I'min’ ‘we are’
Images Clear design & Individuals Clear Image of a rally
information rallying message of
youth
Audiovisual NA NA NA NA
In person NA NA NA NA
Is it Online signup, tickbox for Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, no
accessible? mention of meetings, time required, distance etc
Is the goal of ‘changing the course of history'.... ‘solve the climate crisis’
the event
clear?
Is it clear Volunteer, donate, sign up, help solve the climate crisis
what they

need from the
viewer?

THE FEED ABOUT » CONTACT vnumm DONATE

Py W 3

We are the Australian Youth Climate Coalition

A movement of over 120,000 people who are fighting for a safe climate for our
generation and future generafions. Join now to be part of changing the course of
history.

T [T

E | identify as Aboriginal or Tomes Strait
Islander

WE'RE BUILDING A MOVEMENT TO SOLVE THE CLIMATE CRISIS




Practice 1

Social media event

Please visit our website at
www.fairhavennj.org
for more information

Website
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Perpetual economic growth is neither possible nor
desirable. Growth, especially in wealthy nations, is
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Recession isn't sustainable or healthy either. The positive,

sustainable alternative is a steady state economy. Learn
More >>
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Mordialloc-Beaumaris Conservation League Inc. GALL TO AGTION!

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL & CLIMATE JUSTICE

Tedl Trump, Hiz Polluter & Billionaire Cronies:
PROTECT OUR RIR. WATER. :
CLIMATE. HEALTH, COMMUNITIES.
CIVIL RIGHTS & SCIEMCE -

HOT POLLUTER PROFITS

MBCL was formed in Aupust 1969 and has

mﬂy miglﬂ m mmt u.'e 'lmal ---------------------

environment through participating in

community consultation, preparing

submissions and attending hearings, letter

writing and networking with other

organisations. 12PH = US EPA REGION IX OFFICE
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THANKS!

Any questions?

You can find me at
r.gulliver@uq.edu.au
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